DAY TWO

SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 2, 2025
Grateful for a Faithful Friend

*I thank my God every time I remember you” (Philippians 1:1).

In his sermon at the Embrace Service recently, Bro. Chris used this text to
encourage us to be a “faithful friend” and to be thankful for “faithful friends.”
Paul experienced and expressed his gratitude for faithful friends while
imprisoned in Rome awaiting certain death. In his prayers, Paul did not ask
God to free him; rather, he thanked God as he remembered all the folks in
the church at Philippi who shared life and ministry with him and who
remembered and cared for him while in prison.

Like you, I was taught that “it is better to give than to receive.” Generously
giving of yourself and your resources is vital to faithful discipleship. It
blesses others and pleases God. But receiving the gifts of God’s grace is
equally essential, since we cannot earn or work for the benefits of grace.
They can only be received as God’s gift. -

Trying to earn God's grace comes more naturally to most:of us since
receiving requires swapping independence for dependence. Not easy in our
“pull yourself up by your own bootstraps” culture. Even though I was taught
to be generous and give, I was also taught to be very responsible, which
made receiving difficult for me.

Paul learned gratitude for faithful friends while facing a difficult season of
life. I, too learned to be grateful and to receive God’s gift of a faithful friend
while recovering from recent knee surgery. I thought I could limp along and
continue the daily routine of caring for myself and my home while working
without any help. After only one week of “doing it myself,” I realized I was
wrong! I needed help!

To my shame, I did not even pray for God to send me a faithful friend to
help me, but God in his grace sent me one anyway. Bro. Chris said the best
kind of faithful friends often show up in overalls. Mine showed up in blue
jeans and a tee shirt dressed for work and ready to do whatever I needed
for as long as I needed her. Her name is Vera, and she is still faithfully
helping me each week to do whatever needs to be done.

I, like Paul, thank God every day for Vera and her willingly being a faithful
friend to me. I can never repay her or say thank you enough to either her or



God to express my deep gratitude. I pray that someday I can be a faithful
friend to her or to another. God through her has taught me the value of
having a faithful friend and being a faithful friend!

Prayer: Heavenly Father, forgive me for being too independent to ask you to
send me a faithful friend. Thank you for being faithful to love me enough to
send Vera. I am grateful to have learned the value of receiving your gracious
gift. Give me opportunities and the willingness to be a faithful friend to
whomever needs one. In Jesus name, Amen.
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