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Gratitude in ALL Circumstances

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

Depending on the circumstances we can find gratitude, thankfulness, or
happiness. There are times when we are dealt specific cards of life that we
do not understand. We may tend to find a silver lining to it, but default to
the woes.

We live in a world of comparison, finding ourselves in a place where we
cannot understand certain aspects of where our journey has brought us.
Happiness is a constant rollercoaster ride, it comes in the highs of life, but
then in the woes it disintegrates and disappears to a crumble of heap and
ashes. Paul found himself in situations that could have brought him to his
knees, yet he still chose to find gratitude. He does not tell us that we must
be thankful in all circumstances, he is offering us a challenge to be grateful
for all things that come in the journey. When we can see the bigger picture
through the good, bad and ugly, then we can not only see and be thankful,
but we can also appreciate the gratitude that is present.

God is not saying “some,” “it depends,” but he says, “Give thanks in ALL
circumstances.” The flesh does not want to do so. Satan says to us, “"How
can you give thanks in the circumstances of a loss of job, pains of a health
journey or a death in a family?” It’s in the times where we become weak,
God himself becomes strong. He tells us in Romans 8:28, “All things work to
His goodness.” We must relinquish control that we are so prone to hold to
and see that in his Word, it is where truth comes, and we can find that
gratitude in the moments where the world tells us we can't!

A specific moment came to our own family in a job loss, a call telling me,
“I’'m on my way home, and just lost my job.” My heart sank, and for an
instant I said, “Oh, what will we do?" 1 regretted those words, because I
knew that was nothing short of my weakness and obvious fears talking. I
said, “Well, okay, see you when you get home!” Gratitude was not something
I saw or felt at first, but truthfully there was far more gratitude in those
three months than the entirety of the twelve-month year. David and I were
able to enjoy moments together that we could not have before - the entire
summer! Funny how God works! I was grateful that God slowed us down to
enjoy TIME! - something we had never had before. As the summer ended



and I was about to return to work, David found a new job. I chalked it up as
God saying, “You two needed to enjoy the summertime together.”

Where do you see God showing you and revealing things in your life that you
cannot just see gratitude, but BE grateful? Job himself even said in his worst
moments, “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away, may the name of

the Lord be praised” (Job 1:21).

Do not let it be dependent on circumstances that can bring out woes and
fleeting happiness of a rollercoaster ride but let it be in ALL circumstances of

gratitude and praise!
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