DAY TWENTY-THREE

SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 23, 2025
Grateful for A Good Neighbor

Jesus’ parable of the “Good Samaritan,” recorded in Luke 10:25-36 is one of
his best-known parables. He tells this story to redefine his expert in the
Law’s understanding of who a neighbor is and to show both him and us how
to be a “good neighbor.” In verses 36 and 37, Jesus concludes his story with
this challenging question and command: “"Which of these three do you think
was a neighbor to the man who fell in the hands of robbers? The expert in
the law replied, ‘the one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, ‘Go and do
likewise.”

One Saturday morning, while living in Columbus, I experienced this parable
from the perspective of the traveler lying half dead in a ditch on the side of
the road. I learned to be grateful for a stranger willingly being “a good
neighbor” to me. That morning, I was driving my neighbor’s young daughter
to Fulton to see her mother, who was there caring for her sick, aging mother,
because mother and daughter had not seen each other in almost two weeks.
I was traveling north on Highway 45, when suddenly a driver cross three
lanes of traffic and hit me hard enough at the driver’s side to send my car
spinning down the road until it landed in a ditch several hundred yards from
the point of impact. Although my car was damaged beyond repair,
miraculously, both my young neighbor and I were uninjured.

When I looked up, I saw a perfect stranger getting out of his truck and
walking toward us. I could not open my door, but he did and asked if either
of us was hurt. Then he asked, “Is there anyone, you can call to take us
home?” I said, *my husband.” This stranger then Called 911 and then told
me that since it was not safe for us to be there alone, he was staying until
my husband and the officials arrived. When I heard him tell his wife what
happened and why he would be late for supper, I knew instantly God had
sent this stranger to a “good neighbor” to us, stuck in a ditch on the side of
the road and needing someone to show us compassion.

Like the good Samaritan in Jesus’ story, I never knew his name, but I will
never forget his voice and his compassion. I was grateful beyond words for
his being a good neighbor and for God sending him to be a “"good neighbor”
to us.



Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for teaching us who is our neighbor and
showing us how to be a “good neighbor.” When we see anyone who needs a
good neighbor, may we be one. Thank you, Father, for loving us enough to
send others to be a “good neighbor” to us. Amen.
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