DAY TWENTY-SEVEN

THURSDAY, THANKSGIVING DAY - NOVEMBER 27, 2025
A Thanksgiving Story

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever” (Psalm
136:1).

Tonya and I traveled many years ago to rural Springtown, Texas for our first
Thanksgiving celebration with her side of the family since we had gotten
married. They live in the sticks, and we got up early on Thanksgiving
morning looking so forward to taking a long, slow walk surrounded by all the
beauty. It was a nearly perfect morning, crisp outside and resiliently
invigorating. We walked a long way, talking, walking, and enjoying each
other in God'’s outdoor sanctuary before turning to come home.

Just around the bend almost home, a huge, wild turkey big enough to ride
came out of the woods headed straight for us, feathers flopping and hissing
like a big cat. I had no idea that turkeys could be such angry birds. All
appearances indicated that this turkey wasn’t very happy and was taking
Thanksgiving Day very personal. It looked like he was protesting for all the
turkeys that didn’t make it and would wind up on people’s tables and in their
tummies that day.

As it got closer to us, we had to decide what to do - and quickly! Tonya said,
“I've heard that if we stand still and don’t act afraid that a dog will leave you
alone. Maybe it will work with this turkey too.” I said, "Sweetheart, you go
ahead and try it - I'll see you back at the house” and took off running. We
have laughed about this for the last thirty Thanksgiving Days!

This story reminds me that not everybody’s happy or thankful even on
Thanksgiving Day. Life can be hard and sometimes we want everyone else to
know we aren’t happy.

Table Discussion: What about you this Thanksgiving? Are you more like
the Psalmist who encourages us to continually give thanks to the Lord for His
love and goodness or more like the old turkey that’s infuriated with all of
life’s inconveniences and threats? Do you see yourself as a victim to life’s
circumstances or a victor through Christ?

Prayer: Gracious Father, transform my attitude today from that of victim to
victor. Help me embrace your goodness even when I'm struggling.

Happy Thanksgiving to you dear friends, Brother Chris & Tonya



