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Sweeping Changes

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Ecclesiastes
9:10).

Sweeping has more than one meaning, but I'm referring to the task of
sweeping the floor. With a broom and a dustpan. The old-fashioned way.
Sweeping the floor is the movement of a broom in broad strokes over a
surface to clear or clean and prevent dirt and allergens from building up.

I have been a sweeper since my early days. I remember that every time we
went to the cabin, the first order of business was to open up the house.
Everyone was provided with a broom to sweep the floors, every nook and
cranny, to gather up the dust and cobwebs that had accumulated in our
absence. There was never a shortage of brooms (which obviously made
some store owners happy). Upon preparing to leave, again, all the brooms
were distributed to gather up the dirt and grime that we had tracked into the
cabin during our stay. “Leave it better than you found it” was the mantra

most often quoted.

Throughout the many years that we attended Girl Scout camp, sweeping was
a nonnegotiable, required daily, several times a day. Thankfully, the camp
caretaker made brooms as a sideline business, so again, there was never a
shortage. I didnt mind sweeping as sand and dirt in my sleeping bag was
not really wanted or appreciated. Actually, I don’t mind sweeping - I rather
enjoy it! The part of the task that I find most irksome, at least at my house,
is that whenever I am sweeping, regardless of the location, this is the part of
the house everyone needs to walk through - the children, the husband, the
pets, and the grandchildren. It's like they can find no other route through
the room or area. The pets don’t even try to pretend anymore; they just
park right in the middle of the dust pile and act insulted if you say

anything.

Again, I enjoy sweeping - it gives me a sense of satisfaction. I am reminded
of the quote by Phillip Stanhope in 1774 in a letter to his son, “Whatever is
worth doing at all, is worth doing well,” which means that we should
embrace thoroughness and commitment yielding a satisfying outcome,
regardless of the task.

God calls us to do the same. We are to put away the old (sinful nature) and
embrace the new (creation in Him). We are to live a meaningful life through



diligent effort, fulfill our purpose in Christ, and give maximum effort to the
task at hand.

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, for helping me to sweep out the old and move
forward in my life with You.
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