DAY THREE
MONDAY - NOVEMBER 3, 2025

A Heart the Size of Texas

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the
rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will.
not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you.” (Isaiah 43:2)

In February of 2022 our grandson Luke was born with a congenital heart
defect. His aortic valve was not developed correctly. The doctors said, “This
is a fluke; it’s not genetic. This just happens from time to time.” We felt like
we had landed in the middle of a catastrophic hurricane. My husband, Jay
and I, packed some belongings and essentials along with our daughter,
Hannah, and her husband Robert, and their daughter, Adeline, and moved to
Texas for a month before Luke’s scheduled birth to be ready so he could
have his heart surgery performed at Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston,
Texas.

First Methodist Church of New Albany prayed for our Luke, who at 5 days old
underwent open heart surgery. To say our family is grateful for the prayers
of this church is an understatement. Luke was a fighter. He weighed over 8
Ibs which apparently is rare with heart babies ...we were so grateful. He
came off the vent and was breathing on his own in record time ... so grateful.
He had 2 MS State University Chief Nursing graduates in ICU cheering him
on...so grateful. He had a surgeon from Japan with tiny little hands that fixed
him so intricately...so grateful. We met strangers in stores and restaurants
that recognized we were not Texans and prayed with us...so grateful. We had
so many things to be grateful for, yet we were scared and immobilized, but
God carried us through...so grateful.

Luke is now 3 %2 years old and is one fine boy. Thank you to everyone that
lifted our baby up to the Lord and prayed. We are so very, very grateful!

Prayer: Our most Gracious Heavenly Father, we come to you on bent knees,
thanking you for the gift and power of prayer. Thank you for wrapping your
arms around us and allowing us to feel your love and mercy in our lives. We
are grateful for the responsibility you have bestowed upon us to teach and
nurture our precious children and to tell them of your love and blessings that
are new each day. We thank you for First Methodist Church and everyone in
it, and especially their prayers. Amen and Amen.



Luke’s Meme
Sheila Cochran

Update: On October 10, 2025, little Luke had another major heart surgery.
Our congregation was given prayer cards with Luke’s picture on one side and
his surgery date on the other. Together, our congregation interceded for
Luke. The surgeon was able to close and seal a leak in his heart valve. His
surgery went well, and I remain grateful for so many prayers and a fruitful
outcome. -



