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SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 30, 2025
Another “0Old” Church

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with them”
(Matthew 18:20).

I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord"”
(Psalm 122:1).

Years ago, while traveling through Europe with my grandmother, we stopped
in Milan, Italy. As we were disembarking our bus to tour the famous Duomo
di Milano, the cathedral of Milan, I heard someone say, “If I have to look at
another “old” church, I'm going to be sick!” (I wanted to be sick at that
moment.) I turned and said, “You do realize that these “old” churches that
we have visited and are still visiting are all older than the country that we
live in, right?” I was in shock that this person had such a dim view of the
grandeur of these marvelous works of art and architecture which had been
built centuries before the United States came into being.

The Duomo di Milano construction began in 1386, and after centuries of
work was finally completed in 1965. It is a focal point of Milan and
dedicated to Santa Maria Nascence (the nativity of St. Mary). It is a mixture
of building styles, and it is an imposing structure, both beautiful and
intimidating.

The temple of Jerusalem was built for God. It was built to honor and
glorify God, provide a permanent place for the worship of God, to house the
Ark of the Covenant, and provide a focal point where God would meet with
his people and hear their prayers for forgiveness. It was meant to showcase
God’s power and glory to the surrounding nations.

Every church building that has been constructed since, has been built
basically for the same reasons - to provide a dwelling place for God, a place
of community for His people, a place of solitude and contemplation, a place
of worship. Large churches, grand cathedrals, holy temples, small one-room
churches - as long as they are built to the glory of God, they are all
important to Him and to us. These are the places where we commune with
God and He has promised to be with us, as in Matthew 18:20.

I, personally, love old churches with their simplicity, their beauty and
grandeur, their quiet spaces. I love to sit quietly and feel God'’s
presence. The New Testament reminds us that a physical building is not



required to commune with God for we as believers are temples of the Holy
Spirit, but I am thankful for these wonderful places of worship. Regardless
of the age or the size, they are all houses of God.

Take a moment to thank the Lord for First Methodist Church of New Albany
and the blessing it has been and is in your life and the life of your family.
Our church was founded in 1874 and remains a life-giving presence and light
in our community. Ask the Lord to empower us for future ministry.

Prayer: Dearest Heavenly Father, I thank you for dwelling ivn me. I thank you
for dwelling in the houses built for your glory, regardless of the size or the
age as we commune with You. Please let your Presence be known to all who

worship you in spirit and truth.
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