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The Big Girl Cup

“The people refused to listen to Samuel. *"No!” they said. “"We must have a
king over us. Then we will be like all the other nations. Our King will judge
us and go out before us and fight our battles.” Samuel listened to all the
people’s words and then repeated them to the Lord. “Listen to them,” the
Lord told Samuel. “Appoint for them a king.” Then Samuel told the man of
Israel, “Each of you go back to your city” (1 Sam 8:19-22).

One of my favorite things to do is relax by sitting on the porch swing. These
times are best filled when shared with others. Over the last couple of years
these times have been more entertaining as we’ve watched our children
grow. My 1 1/2-year-old now thinks she is big enough to drink from my cup.
At first, I kept telling her no, because I knew what would happen. She can
manage when I hold the cup and help her but all on her own it will be too
much. It will pour all over her clothes, then she will be fighting mad.

After begging enough, I always give in, and hand her my cup. When she first
gets it, she is so happy. She takes a couple of little sips, and all is well. Then
it happens... when she is too confident it spills all over her. She is not quite
ready to drink from a big girl cup, but the bigger problem is that she is not
able to realize that what she wanted was not in her best interest at this
time.

We see a bigger scale of this in the book of 1 Samuel. The nation of Israel
looks around and realizes everyone else has a king, so they want one too.
God told them “No” time after time, just like a parent tries to tell a young
child “*No” to drinking from a big cup.

Eventually, God lets the Israelites have a king, Saul. Saul is brave,
handsome, and humble. He is a great leader. Then as his success continues,
he begins to take pride in himself, becomes too confident, and stops
listening to God. Everything spilled and it was a mess.

What I am thankful for though is this is not the end of either story. Just like
I help my daughter stop crying and clean up after her spill (and you can
imagine this has happened many times), God swoops in and is always there
for Israel too. God provides David for Saul to soothe him with music and



David helps lead the nation of Israel back to the Lord. God does this time
and time again throughout the Old and New Testaments.

We all think we can do more on our own sometimes. Today I am thankful for
a God that lets us make our own choices. He allows us to make our own
mistakes, but He continues to love us and be with us through it. He uses
these times to help us grow closer to Him, if we choose to look to Him.

I am thankful for a God that can see my mistakes coming and He always will
be there to love me and help clean me up when I don’t even know where to
start.

My daughter still wants to drink from the big girl cup, but after the spill she
consents and relies on me to guide her more. Today let us thank God for
letting us have a choice. Let us thank Him for always offering to be our
guide. Let us thank Jesus for cleaning up our eternal mess. Let us thank the
Lord for continuing to help us grow up to become more sanctified every day
like a parent helps their child learn to be more like them, drinking from a big
cup. Let us consent to letting the Lord guide our life, even if we may have
other plans.

Dear Lord,

Today I say thank you. Thank you for being our Heavenly Father who loves
us more than we could ever imagine. Thank you for being the good, good
Father who is always there to give us guidance, even if we don't listen, and
-loving us anyways. Today, I ask that you help me reflect on ways and
circumstances where I have been like a strong-willed child, but you helped
me learn and grow through the mess I created. Help me see the blessing of
the good you showed me through this time. Thank you, God, for loving me
always and helping me to stay focused on you and to trust your guidance. I
love you, Lord. May this time alone with you be a blessing for me today.
Thank you most for Jesus. Amen.

Anna Creekmore



