DAY SEVENTEEN -
MONDAY - NOVEMBER 17, 2025
My Giving Tree

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6).

A few years ago, a tree in my yard was struck by lightning. It was close to
the road, so I worried that it would eventually fall and land on someone
driving down the road. I had several people come by and offer to cut the
tree for more money than I was able to pay.

So, every time it would storm, or the wind blew, I would be up all-night
praying and telling God how the tree needed to fall and where it needed to
land. I would pray that if the tree had to fall, please let it fall toward the
house and not on the road. I would rather my house be damaged than hurt
anyone driving on the road.

One Sunday morning in the Junior Youth Sunday School Class, we were
discussing prayer, and I shared my tree story with my class. One of our
brilliant youths asked, why didn’t you just pray for the tree not to fall? I
smiled and said, “You know, that would have been the smart thing to do. Out
of the mouths of babes!!” At times, I know I am guilty of making simple
things complicated by trying to control the situation. So, I finally “tried” to
let it go and when it came a storm, I would pray that if it was God’s will,
please do not let the tree fall.

Then one Thursday afternoon, I got home and there was a business card on
my porch. It was from a tree cutting service that had a very inexpensive
estimate written on the card! I called them and they came out and cut the
tree on Friday. I had neighbors come by to pick up the wood to burn. So, by
Sunday, the tree was completely gone! It is amazing what can happen in
just THREE DAYS! ‘

Now every Christmas, I hang a clear Christmas ornament on my Christmas
tree that has some sawdust from that tree. I wrote My Giving Tree with the
date on it. This is a reminder of how faithful God is and for me to always
“try” to let God handle all my situations in His Time!



Prayer: “Dear Holy, Heavenly Father, please help us to always be grateful
and thankful in all our situations. Help us to remember that You want to hear
about everything that concerns us no matter how small it may seem. Thank
You for always protecting us from all of life’s storms. In Jesus’ Holy Name.

Amen.

Joyce Coltharp



