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WHEN NOT IF!

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.

I have called you by name, you are mine.

WHEN you pass through the waters, I will be with you.

WHEN you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you.
WHEN you walk through the fire, you will not be burned.

The flames will not set you ablaze.

For I am the Lord your God,

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior” (Isaiah 43:1-3).

This has become one of my favorite scriptures. When I read it, I think of the
1970s hit by Lynn Anderson, “I Never Promised You a Rose Garden.” Some
of the words:

"I never promised you a rose garden

Along with the sunshine

There’s gotta be a little rain sometime.

When you take, you gotta give

So live and let live or let go.

I beg your pardon, I never promised you a rose garden.”

God made no promises other than his presence with us through the good
and bad times. Now that’s something to be grateful for! I've been in no
floods or fires, but I survived a tornado. In 2014 my wife, granddaughter
and I along with our schnauzer, Baxter, took to a closet to endure the Tupelo
tornado. We certainly felt God’s presence as the house shook, and the trees
came through the roof. We escaped unharmed!

I'm sure there will be more good times and more bad times. I'm grateful for
God’s presence in my life. He has “called me by name” and will be with me
through whatever comes.

Prayer: Thank you, God, for your presence with us no matter what situation
we find ourselves in. We hear your “Fear not, for I am with you” and it gives
us great comfort. Help us always keep aware of your presence with us. We
promise to give You the gratitude You deserve. In the name of your son,
Jesus, Amen.
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