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The Art of Giving Joyfully
“...for God loves a cheerful giver...” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

"It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35)

Winston Churchill once said, "We make a living by what we get, but we
make a life by what we give.”

Years ago, I attended a women's seminar put on by my employer at the
time. It was a weekend event intended for every woman who worked for
that particular bank. It was fun, insightful, and a time that I counted well
spent.

During one of the afternoon sessions, we were invited to listen to a
motivational speaker from a large firm in another state. She told a story that
I shall never forget.

There was a mother, who stood at the kitchen sink washing dishes and
preparing supper for herself and her son. She repeatedly glanced over her
shoulder to the table where her son was working feverishly. He agonized
over his list of classmates, carefully selecting a Valentine’s card for the next
name on the list, and painstakingly writing each name on an envelope, and
his name on the card. The mother’s eyes welled with tears because she
knew that her son’s classmates were not always kind. Those classmates
often ridiculed his lack of coordination and struggles with his schoolwork.
The mother was fearful of what the next day, Valentme s Day, at school
might bring for her son.

The following day, the mother waited anxiously for the school bus to arrive.
She paced back and forth until the appointed time arrived. She walked out
the front door just as the bus doors opened and her son bound onto the
sidewalk. He waved his box that had been made for the expected receipt of
Valentine’s cards. As he struggled up the sidewalk, handing the empty box
to his mother, he gasped, “"Mother! Mother!” She slowly opened the box and
tears filled her eyes. He continued gasping with a smile on his face, “Mother!
Not one! Not one! I didn’t forget a single one!”

I want to be like that little boy.



Prayer: Dearest Heavenly Father, let me never forget the spirit of giving of
that little boy, and the joy that he received from it. Make me a cheerful giver

in every aspect of my life. Amen.
Margaret McLennan

Is there someone you have forgotten? If so, send a card, make a call or
visit. Tell them how much you love them, how grateful you are to have them

in your life.



