DAY ELEVEN

TUESDAY - NOVEMBER 11, 2025
Give What You Should

"I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all
the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put
in everything - all she had to live on” (Mark 12:41-44).

Imagine, just imagine, if someone were to offer you a gift similar to a
Christmas gift, and not something unreasonable like maybe a Rolls Royce,
what would you immediately say that you want? Unless you are in a very
small percentile of Americans who are struggling in poverty, you probably
would be hard pressed to come up with a quick answer. Why? Because most
Americans, if truthful, have everything they really need.

If the above statement seems a little inaccurate to you, the reader, then try
this little experiment: Ask some child who is in grammar school, or jr. high
the question, "What do you really want for Christmas this year?” Chances
are they will have a stunned look because most kids these days pretty much
have everything they want. Same with so many adults because if we want
anything, we usually figure out a way to get it.

So, you might be wondering, what has this got to do with being a Christian,
or a devotional? Not much possibly, but on the other hand, Mark had a lot to
report about Jesus, and what Jesus had to say about those who have so
much, and those who have very little. Think about the widow who gave her
two mites as an offering, which relatively speaking, was many times what
those who had much more gave. As an aside, one mite in today’s money
would be a little over two dollars, and that would be a lot for some folks
today; especially those who are facing hard times.

Think about what your financial worth is today, and what Jesus would be
likely to say that you should consider giving to those who are less fortunate,
through no fault of their own. This does not mean giving anything to those
who refuse to do honest work, are bums of their own choosing, and who are
basically what is known as “sorry.” But there are those who just can’t seem
to get a break, have serious trouble providing for their families, and for
many legitimate reasons need help from those who are able to help them
with unlimited help.

Jesus told the rich man to give up all his worldly belongings. That had to be
what Jesus meant for that rich man alone. If all those who are wealthy gave



what they have to the poor, then the poor would be wealthy, and the wealthy
would be poor. But Jesus must have meant by all he said, that we should
take care of our fellow man, share with those who need it what we have to a
reasonable limit, and share with others any blessings bestowed on us, when
others really need it.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, please help us to have the desire to give and help
those who are less fortunate, through no fault of their own. And to share any
riches you have provided to us.

P.S. Please feel free to give'to'our church’s recently established Isaiah Fund,
whose purpose is to supply benevolent help to those who are truly in need.
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